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This course wishes to encourage students to work/research on several important political, economic, societal and global dimensions/challenges of Europe, which not only occupy a central position in the agenda of European Journalism, but also affect the formation of public attitudes towards European integration. Students will work on research projects in small groups.  
In so doing, they will not only have to develop the plan, methodology and organization of the projects themselves, but will also to present their research (during the term) and submit investigative reports (at the end of the term). The objective of this form of work and evaluation is twofold: 
1. that students enrich their knowledge about the economic, social, political and global contexts of Europe/European Union, and in so doing improve their analytical skills and insight by researching and scrutinizing a problem/challenge of the EU 

2. that write investigative reports reflecting a critical and analytical ‘European perspective’ 
Areas of investigation and research: 
1. Defence and Security Policy of the EU
2. Geopolitics and Competing Priorities, Emergent Powers China, Problematic Transatlantic relations, Russian ‘hostility’
3. Terrorism, Refugees – Challenges & Problems: national priorities, economic difficulties etc 
4. The Integration of Refugees/Immigrants – Why? (a) Increasing and continuing trend (b) Debate within Europe: how effective is multiculturalism, xenophobia etc. How to integrate?
5. EU Russian relations:  security, trade, bilateral agreements, political influence, disinformation and ‘fake news’ 
6. Climate and Energy Security, sustainable growth 
7. Civic Activism in the EU and the prospects for renewal of European Politics 
8. Politics of “post-truth” in Europe 

9. Engaging breakaway territories 

10. Chine influence operations in Europe 

11. Saudi Arabia and Islamic extremism in the Balkans 

